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Voluntary Contribution for Nursery Fees for Funded Hours

We are committed to providing nurturing and stimulating environments for all children attending our nursery. To continue delivering high-quality resources and enriching experiences, we invite parents to consider making a voluntary contribution towards nursery fees during funded only sessions. Please note, this contribution is entirely optional, and every child will receive the same level of care and opportunities, irrespective of whether a contribution is made.
Why Your Support Matters 
Donations enable us to enhance our learning materials, organise special activities, and maintain our facilities at a high standard. Through your contributions, we can provide all children with outstanding educational resources and memorable experiences during their time with us.
Nursery Education Funding (NEF) 
As a nursery setting, we are required to comply with the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) requirements, which set out the essential standards for early years settings.
The EYFS establishes the minimum requirements for early years care and education. However, at Smart Steps, we go above and beyond these requirements to ensure children benefit from a rich and high-quality early years’ experience.
The nursery education funding is designed to cover the cost of funded hours only; it does not account for all the overheads involved in running our nursery. With the introduction of the new 30-hour funding, we now rely on receiving 96% of funding, which still does not meet all our costs.
Without the support of additional voluntary contributions, it would not be possible for us to provide the enhanced services and experiences we currently offer.
The following provisions are not required under the EYFS framework, but we believe they significantly enrich the quality of care and education. We would very much like to continue offering these enhancements.





	                                                      Outdoor Provision 
We provide a range of outdoor activities and resources, including a mud kitchen and messy play, as well as materials to enhance these experiences throughout the year. Our outdoor learning and nature experiences are supported by resources such as bird boxes, bird food, natural materials, and outdoor play equipment like climbing frames for risky play. We also offer bug hotels and mini beast exploration kits, outdoor craft experiences, and opportunities for children to grow flowers, fruit, and vegetables. 



	                                           Enriched Learning Through Local Outings 
We maintain a higher staff-to-child ratio, which allows us to extend learning experiences through local outings and activities in the community. 



	                                                        Creative, Messy & Sensory Play 
Our creative and sensory experiences include sensory play trays, allergy-friendly messy play, baking and cooking experiences, loose parts play, and wooden open-ended resources. We also offer light tables, glow-in-the-dark sensory activities, wall projections, and life cycle experiences such as observing butterflies and hatching chicks. Themed craft activities are provided throughout the year, including for Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, grandparents’ day, and Christmas. 



	Additional Mealtime & Nutrition Support 
Our kitchen staff prepare all meals fresh on site, ensuring that children receive healthy snacks every day, a two-course cooled lunch, as well as breakfast and afternoon meals. We cater for special dietary requirements and take care to shop for fresh food regularly. 



	Seasonal and Celebration Events 
We host a variety of seasonal and celebration events, such as Christmas parties, visits from Santa, Christmas gifts and nativity performances, Halloween discos and party treats, Easter activities and treats, and graduation celebrations with keepsake gifts. Our nursery embraces celebrations from all cultures and offers stay & play sessions for families, as well as additional learning opportunities like science week. 



	Specialist Staff Training – Enhanced Quality Beyond the EYFS 
Our staff undertake specialist training to further enhance the quality of care we provide. This includes SEND (special educational needs and disabilities) training, attendance at cluster meetings outside working hours, speech and language development courses, online safety, behaviour management, professional curiosity, environmental awareness, understanding adverse childhood experiences, and supporting children with English as an additional language. We also offer one-to-one and small group interventions, with staff committing to additional evening and weekend training. 








	Additional Administration 
We dedicate extra time to shopping for resources and preparing activities. Staff also manage parent communication apps, conduct enhanced observations and assessments beyond the EYFS, and provide parent sharing opportunities such as newsletters, parents' evenings, reports, and ad hoc meetings and support calls. Other administrative responsibilities include ICO registration fees and maintaining a music licence. 



For further information, please speak to the nursery manager or deputy. They will be happy to answer any questions you may have regarding voluntary contributions.
Your generosity truly makes a difference—Thank you for supporting our nursery!
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